
 

 
 Mind the gap 
Yesterday, I was served a hamburger by a deer. The man-
agement of my local fast food eatery had required their 
staff to wear large, scarlet antlers festooned with blinking 
fairy lights.   For background music, a track from the compi-
lation CD Now That’s What I Call Music To Go Mad By 
warbled: Christmas is a time for us to be together, Christ-
mas is a time for us to love each other…I glanced around 
the restaurant.  A lady and her husband sat silently at a 
corner table.   Occasional frosty glares were exchanged; 
palpable tension crackled between them like static electric-
ity.   Over in the other corner, another chirpy family outing 
unravelled as a manic infant swirled milkshake around his 
head, gloriously baptizing nearby tut-tutting tables in straw-
berry. 
 
Suddenly the gap between the image of Christmas - as it’s 
supposed to be – and the reality of how it actually is 
yawned before me like the Grand Canyon.   Is that gap part 
of the reason why some find Christmas depressing?   Marital tensions, life draining diseases 
and worries about redundancy are pressures that don’t take time off for Christmas, politely 
disappearing for the cheery season and popping back in after Boxing Day.  The idea of a 
happy-zone magical season can taunt us with its sheer unreality, especially if one is re-
quired to share the festivities with distant family members who irritate you into assassination 
fantasies before the Queen has even begun her afternoon national chat. 
 
Unreality has spread.   I have a few Christmas cards where artists have daubed the tradi-
tional Nativity scene in unreal colours, tarting it all up with a false, garish glory.   A surreally 
calm Mary, who apparently chose to give birth while dressed from head to foot as a blue 
nun, glows with soft fluorescence, courtesy of a goldfish bowl-shaped halo.  Joseph is ab-
sent from the scene, and Jesus, himself adorned with a junior-sized goldfish bowl, is sitting 
up already, and appears to be thanking the wise men for coming to his party.   All rather 
good for one who is but thirty-minutes old.   Grinning cattle peer at the family from neat hay 
bales.  Even the old Carol suggest a scene of blatant unreality: The cattle are lowing, the 
baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. Oh really?  Why wouldn’t Jesus cry 
then?  Perhaps he’d alert all and sundry to the fact that he needed his swaddling clothes 
changing with a raised hand of blessing rather than a heartfelt scream, him being the Son of 
God and all. 
 
The irony is that Christmas is about the story of the extraordinary God kissing a very ordi-
nary world.  The true splendour of the Nativity is the notion of a God landing without much 
fanfare or fuss, welcomed by a few night workers and travelling mystics.  The King shows 
up in squalor.  Like a heavenly bungee jumper, he shunned the pristine order of heaven to 
dive down into our sweaty, confused, fogbound world, and announced a new order of living.   
Christmas says that we no longer need to haul ourselves heavenward by our own boot-
laces, but that God comes to rescue those who whisper an invitation. Christmas:  it’s about 
the God who is willing to close the gap. 
 

Taken from : Lucas on Life by Jeff Lucas, Authentic Media. 
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And is it true? 
And is it true? 
This most tre-
mendous tale of 
all,  
Seen in a 
stained-glass 
window’s hue,  
A baby in an ox’s 
stall? 
The maker of the 
stars and sea, 
Become a child 
on earth for me? 
 
John Betjeman 
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Credit crunch 
This year has seen the unwelcome 
addition of a new term to many of us  
-  “credit crunch” .  It is not some-
thing that can be ignored, even at 
Christmas, it affects us all. Some 
may go into Christmas under the 
threat of losing jobs, or unable to buy 
or sell our house. For others money 
is tighter and Christmas spend may 
be less.  What are we to make of this 
phenomenon? Voice@mail does 
not have all the answers but in this 
thought provoking article we look at 
the big picture. 
 
Is there an upside to the current fi-
nancial and economic turbulence?  
Is it the end of the world as we know 
it?  Or, as put by a comedian re-
cently, if the crisis continues, maybe 
ordinary people could buy a house? 
 
It’s been said that if you lay all 
economists in the world head to foot 
in a line, they still wouldn’t reach a 
conclusion, but the general view of 
this downturn is that it merits inclu-
sion alongside the big downturns of 
the 20

th
 Century.  There’s a question 

that is asked periodically: is a con-
tinuing upward path the best way, or 
even desirable with resources being 
finite? Now could be the time to ask 
this again. 
 
Here’s two visions that lead to differ-
ent views of how to behave:  first 
(Gordon Gecko in the 1987 film Wall 
Street), “Greed is right, greed works.  
Greed clarifies, cuts through and 
captures the essence of the evolu-
tionary spirit.  Greed, in all its forms: 
greed for life, for money, for love, 
knowledge, has marked the upward 
surge of mankind” second (from the 
Bible), “All the believers lived in a 
wonderful harmony, holding every-
thing in common.  They sold what-
ever they owned and pooled their 
resources so that each person’s 
need was met” 
 
In the 1990s, there was a group of 
Christians promoting the concept of 
“Aspirational Downward Mobility”.  I 
don’t think it got anywhere.  Probably 
because that’s not a very inspira-
tional concept.  Thomas Hardy and 
others flirted with the idea in late 
Victorian literature, but who wants to 

be less comfortable than they are at 
the moment? 

 
Does Gordon Gecko know more 
about what makes us tick than God? 
Do the last 100 years or so teach us 
anything? 
 
The Great Depression, 1929 to 
1933, was caused by the bubble 
bursting after a surge in technologi-
cal advancement.  In 1900, in the 
UK, the biggest industries were fi-
nance and the manufacturing and 
running of trains.  By the late ‘20s, 
the world had seen the radio, the 
car, the aeroplane and the ocean 
liner.  The US eclipsed the UK as the 
world’s largest economy and grew 
rapidly on huge levels of debt and 
financial risk-taking.  Banks became 
concerned about liquidity, especially 
in a Europe rebuilding after the 
Great War, then so did the rest of 
the economy and the bubble burst.  
Banks stopped lending to each other 
and the credit crunch became a li-
quidity crisis. 
 
Following this, the economist JM 
Keynes and others introduced a 
more managed form of capitalism, 
which coped with most economic 
issues and saw the advancement of 
manufacturing so that everyone (in 
the rich nations) could afford cars, 
petrol, food, TVs etc until the oil 
price quadrupled in the in the 1970s.  
 
 A rapid fix was needed and it came 
in the ideology of monetarism, which 
essentially says an increase in the 
amount of money will drive up 
prices; reduce the supply of money 
and prices will come under control.  
The control of prices came before 
peoples’ need to earn. The UK and 
the US in particular made this idea 

central.  From 1979 until 2008, so 
clear was the success, that the end 
of two major issues were declared.  
In 1989 Francis Fukuyama (an 
American philosopher) declared “the 
end of history” after the fall of the 
Berlin wall and the demise of the 
planned, communist economies and 
later the Chief Economist of HSBC, 
declared the “death of inflation”.    
  
In early 2007 things started to wob-
ble.  In hindsight, 125% mortgages 
as well as mortgages sold to people 
who wouldn’t ever be able pay them 
back look over-risky, as does an in-
vestor buying that “asset” for their 
pension, when it couldn’t make 
money. The cause of this big bust is 
the same as in the 1929, huge levels 
of risk and a sudden loss of confi-
dence.  Can there be any good to 
come from these happenings?  Can 
we influence the outcome?  In the 
1950s, the US put “In God We Trust” 
on all their banknotes.  Do we be-
lieve this and can we create a fairer 
system? 
 
God tells a person in the Bible called 
Amos, “I’m not putting up with them 
any longer.  They buy and sell up-
standing people.  People for them 
are only things – ways of making 
money.  They’d sell a poor man for a 
pair of shoes.  They’d sell their own 
Grandmother.  They grind the penni-
less into the dirt, shove the luckless 
into the ditch.” This looks like the 
outcome of the last 100 years. The 
world is panicking.  This panic leads 
to the view that we need to protect 
ourselves and our own and the out-
come is that those with least end up 
with less.  
 
There is evidence that the focus is 
shifting to absolute price, and a 
move away from products that are 
more expensive but have wider 
benefits. We can only act as indi-
viduals, but if we act together to en-
sure that Fair Trade and ethical busi-
ness is something we actively sup-
port, we could help build a fairer sys-
tem than the one that just went 
boom.  Most of the onus is on our 
Government and politicians, let’s 
pray they make the decisions to 
move to a fairer sort of capitalism 
and let’s support them in that.  
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What Christmas means to 
us. 
Christmas can stir up many memories and emotions. 
We asked local couple Derek and Betty to share their 
memories and what Christmas means to them. 
 
Oh no! Not Christmas again. Not yet. It can’t be. Oh 
no! The long run in. The driven timetable through Octo-
ber to November to December, then it’s Wow!  
 
Some things are forever stored in memory. Others for-
gotten, ticked off, part of the process. Finding gifts to 
give others pleasure, to show love and which may even 
be useful. “How much did you say that cost?” Friend-
ship beyond money, both friendships and memories 
revived. 
 
The birth of a child draws us closer, the promise that 
comes in the form of a new life, the bundle of love that a 
baby brings with it. Betty and I have known a number of 
such bundles over the last forty years. Our two sons, 
Robert and Roger, now in their early forties, and seven 
grandchildren across an age range of three to twenty 
years. A son and two daughters for Rob and Joanna, 
three sons and one daughter for Roger and Samantha. 
Every one a winner. One parent now ninety five years 
old. Four generations of the family all lined up and 
ready to party at Christmas.  
 
For us the celebration at Christmas each year is a mix 
of memories from the past with the traditional comforts 
of the day, and seeing what is different and new across 
the growing family. 
 
Looking back the first Christmas Eve of our married life 
was something very special. We moved from Bristol to 
Tockington on that day, brass bed spread across the 
roof of our Fiat 600. Into our first house, brand new, with 
a 97% mortgage courtesy of Thornbury Rural District 
Council. Central heating and the smell of new wood, 
with a  fire in the lounge lit by Mr Mitchell  -  the Manor 
Park site foreman. Carols outside in the evening by the 
Olveston St Mary’s choir, with candle lanterns on a trac-
tor and hay cart  -  and it was snowing. Magic. Betty 
was two month’s pregnant and we had our first and last 
Christmas dinner out, at the Snooty Fox in Tetbury. 
Betty left most of it at the bottom of a hedge somewhere 
near Leighterton.  
 
Recollections of empty sherry glasses and crumbs by 
the fireplace from whence Santa legs it back up the 
chimney. Paper footprints stretch from the lounge to the 
bedrooms to show Santa the way to go. Roger wanted 
to put a notice on his door “Dear Santa, please leave 
my sack on the landing, I don’t like people to see me 
asleep, signed, Roger.” Who was kidding who by then? 
 
Christmas Day 1995 saw more delight when Roger rang 
to say that he had proposed to Samantha and she had 
said “yes”. Then , to top it all, was the news of the birth 

of grand-daughter Suzi to Rob and Joanna later on the 
same day, away on the Isle of Man. Our very own 
Christmas baby, who said that Roger doesn’t plan 
ahead? 
 
Nativity plays have entertained us for thirty five years. 
We remember Rob as an impressive angel Gabriel and 
Roger dazzled us as Joseph in his amazing techni-
colour dream coat. The charades, games and quizzes 
that take us into the evening. Memorable puppet shows 
played out from behind the sofa including the story that 
Jesus told about a son who left his father and brother 
only to come back home to a father who was so glad to 
see him that he put on a big party, while the brother 
couldn’t see what all the fuss was about.  
 
The memories will keep coming. We have a particular 
reason to give thanks this Christmas. In September our 
eleven year old grandson, Leo, came off his skateboard 
and was rushed to Frenchay to remove a massive blood 
clot on his brain. Another thirty minutes and he would 
have died. That night people around the world were 
contacted and asked to pray for the operation and to 
give thanks for the skill and care of the team looking 
after him. Fifty seven stitches and twenty five days later 
Leo went into school to see his mates again after what 
has been a remarkable recovery. A testament to the 
resilience of youth and the power of prayer. To us a 
miracle. Every child is so precious. 
 
To us it is the baby Jesus that stands as the reason for 
Christmas. A child that grew into the greatest man that 
has ever lived. A magnetic personality, great to have 
around and great to have at a party. Devastating in de-
bate; amazing courage, compassion and power. Fear-
ing no one and there for us all. A hero. Wow! Eat your 
heart out Mr Bond. 
 
 
If you have memories of Christmas, or if you want to 
talk about what Christmas means to you, please contact 
Thornbury Baptist Church  -  see back page for details. 
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Christmas @ Thornbury Baptist Church 

 

This magazine is produced by Thornbury Baptist Church: 
 

Web: www.thornburybaptistchurch.co.uk 
 

E-mail: office@thornburybaptistchurch.co.uk 
 

Phone: 01454 419118 
 

By letter: Thornbury Baptist Church, Gillingstool,  
South Gloucestershire, BS35 2EG 

 

Printed on recycled paper. 

The churches of Thornbury welcome you to join them this Christmas. The services at Thornbury Baptist Church 
are as follows: 
 
Sunday 21st December:  9.15am: All Age Christmas Service 
       A service designed for adults, children and young people to share 
     11.00am: Christmas Service 
       A service designed for adults and young people 
 
Wednesday 24th December: 6pm:  Christmas Eve Service 
       A service based around carols in candlelight. For all ages. 
 
Thursday 25th December:  10am:  Christmas Day Service 
       A short service designed for all ages to celebrate Christmas day 
 
Sunday 28th December:  10am:  Morning Service 
       A service designed for adults, children and young people to share 
     6.30pm: Evening Service 
       A service designed for adults and young people 
 
Wednesday 31st December 11.30pm: New Year’s Eve Service 
       A service to see out the old year and see in the new  

Want to find out more? 
Thornbury Baptist Church will be running an Alpha course starting on 27th January 
2009 why not come along by contacting us in one of the ways shown below?  
 
The Alpha course is designed primarily for people who aren't churchgoers and each 
course is open to everyone who would like to attend. Most courses attract a diverse 
range of guests of different ages and backgrounds, holding many different viewpoints. 
Over 7,000 courses are currently running across the UK, including every major UK 
city.  
  
Guests attend for a wide variety of reasons - some want to investigate whether God 
exists; others are concerned about what happens after death. Some people have par-
ticular questions that they would like to discuss; others want to understand other peo-

ples' beliefs or would like to explore what the purpose of life is.  
 
Many guests have never been to church, others may have attended church occasionally but feel they have never 
really understood the basics of the Christian faith.  
 
The Alpha course is run over a 10 week period with each evening following a relaxed pattern starting with a meal 
and following by a presentation and discussion on an aspect of Christian belief. Guests are able to share and 
discuss their views and questions in a open and friendly environment. 


